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Introduction 
The following policy is to be used when Metro Parks is approached by any entity who wishes to 
either use, purchase, or gain any property interest, whether temporary or permanent, of Metro 
Parks land. As Metro Parks is a major land owner in Central Ohio (over 28,000 acres of land in 7 
counties), we are approached regularly (and increasingly) by a variety of outside entities who 
wish to acquire rights on Metro Park property.  The decision to allow such acquisition is made 
on a case by case basis and at times these decisions are easy and at other times they are very 
challenging as we need to consider a variety of sometimes competing interests.  This policy will 
provide a framework for how and why these decisions are made. 

Requests to acquire an interest in Metro Parks property come in all shapes and sizes.  Some 
involve a very small amount of land with little displacement to the public.  Others involve major 
initiatives that affect significant amounts of land and have a major impact on the park affected.  
Some are clearly beneficial to the park, another unit of government, or the community at large 
and some only really benefit a few individuals.  Some requests are simply the easiest, straightest 
line, or lowest cost alternative and others involve projects that actually cannot go forward 
without the use of Metro Parks land. 

Another major consideration involves whether deed or other restrictions have been placed on 
the land through its inclusion in the state nature preserve system and related articles of 
dedication, use of funds like WRRSP, Clean Ohio, and other programs where restrictions, 
covenants, or easements that have been entered into in order to secure funding for land 
acquisition, habitat restoration, facility development or to advance Metro Parks efforts in 
conservation and public access to the outdoors. 

We need to look at how approval would impact park visitors, the park itself, and/or programs. 

Finally, consideration has to be given to site specific situations.  Is the property in question a 
sensitive habitat environmentally or in the vicinity of such an area or would approval have a 
negative impact on state and federal listed species? Will the request create difficulties in future 
park facility development or habitat restoration efforts?  Is the park large in scale (Battelle 
Darby) or is it a relatively small property (Inniswood or Scioto Audubon)?  Will approval harm 
the very nature of the park now or in the future? 



Policy Statement 
It shall be the policy of Metro Parks that approvals of requests to gain a property interest in 
Metro Parks land shall require clear and convincing proof that at least one of the following 
criteria is clearly present. Sale of land in fee simple shall only be done rarely. Easements should 
not be assignable.  
 

1. The request being made is by a government entity and will benefit either the community 
at large or a larger scale public purpose consistent with the government entity’s mission 

2. The request has a clear and direct benefit to Metro Parks and/or park visitors 
3. The request is made by a private entity, utility, developer, etc. and: 

a. The impact to the park is insignificant and would not impair the ability to install 
reasonably anticipated improvements Metro Parks would want to consider in the 
future 

b. If this request is for utilities, roadway, or other needed infrastructure, all efforts 
should be made to have this transfer of land be to another public entity 

c. The request involves a license, easement, trade of land, or another legal 
instrument which properly compensates the tax payers of Franklin County.  

d. The private entity is agreeable to all requests made by Metro Parks to limit the 
impact on our park(s) and visitors 

e. Metro Parks shall not take on any additional maintenance as a result of this land 
transfer 

Process 
In addressing these requests, it is imperative a standard process be utilized during the 
evaluation of the request.  Regardless, of who receives the initial request (Board, Director, Park 
Manager, HQ Administrator, etc.), before any position is taken by Metro Parks, a written 
request should be requested and received.  The request should be clear as to what is being 
requested and the rationale on why Metro Parks is the only logical location.  All such requests 
(regardless on the status of the requesting party as a government entity, utility, private 
developer, etc.) shall be routed immediately to the Strategic Planning Manager who will 
circulate the request to the Director, Deputy Director, appropriate Manager of Park Operations, 
Resource Manager, applicable Park Manager, and other affected Metro Parks entities as 
deemed appropriate.  After reviewing the request, the Strategic Planning Manager will generate 
a draft position statement and circulate it to affected Metro Park staff who will be able to offer 
their insights.  A determination will be made that could involve: 
 
 Approving the request 

 Denying the request 

 Tabling the request until necessary information is received and reviewed 

Giving preliminary approval or denial pending further discussion with the requesting 

party (Approving authority for entering into land use/sale may involve the Executive 

Director, Board of Park Commissioners, or the Probate Court) 

 
Staff involved in the review process need to understand that at this stage of the process they 
are offering input and recommendations and that decisions will be made that involve weighing 
all the factors present that require consideration.  Some of these factors may involve strategic 
and future thoughts and not just what is at hand presently.  Another factor that deserves 



consideration is the overall reputation of Metro Parks—we should not be seen as obstructionists 
nor should we be seen as pawns in a bigger game. 
 
After the request is received and the initial evaluation occurs, a staff assignment of who is best 
suited to deal with the requesting party will be made. Through this evaluation period Metro 
Parks staff will evaluate the proposal and communicate with the requesting party about moving 
this request forward to the proper authority.  
 
Compensation 
If a determination is made to proceed with approving or considering the request until more 
information is gathered, a decision needs to be made on compensation to Metro Parks and 
ultimately the taxpayers of Franklin County.  Compensation shall be based on consideration of 
the impact of the project on Metro Parks and its visitors both now and in the future, appropriate 
prices for land in the area, any costs that Metro Parks might incur should approval of the 
request be granted in terms of impact on facilities, habitat improvements, and programs offered 
by Metro Parks. Metro Parks is not in the business of divesting itself of land holdings and this 
shall only occur in the most extreme of situations. While this may seem as being uncooperative 
by some, it is not. Our ownership in land has been and should be considered by all as 
permanent. Any allowance differing from this has the potential of harming our reputation as a 
stable land steward. 
  
In general, compensation will not be sufficiently addressed by “writing a check”.  Appropriate 
compensation may involve exchanging property, paying a one-time fee or on-going fees. Any 
compensation package agreed to should be easily understood by the public, media, and auditors 
in the future. The value of the land should be set by either an appraisal or other means 
determined by Metro Parks. Compensation will generally focus on the specific park the request 
is being made in regard to.  Simply doing something at Park B to allow something at Park A is 
going to be discouraged.  If the impact is on Park A, the compensation should tie to that park 
directly in all but extreme situations. 
 
As the Board of Park Commissioners have ultimate authority regarding decisions, they should be 
fully briefed in a timely manner of requests and consistent with Metro Parks rules and 
regulations, by-laws, and policies in affect at that time take actions as they see fit and in 
accordance with Open Meeting Laws in Ohio.  
 
Conclusion 
Metro Parks will consider all requests Metro Parks receives to grant easement or sell property 
owned or controlled. Because of the unique nature of our land holding throughout Central Ohio, 
each request will be evaluated on a case by case basis. Decisions will always be made based on 
the overall interests of the taxpayers of Franklin County and considering the conservation of our 
limited natural resources. 




